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September 16,2008

Office of General Counsel
Attn: Kim Collins
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR6064

Dear Sir or Madam:

Dr. Michael Nietzel, President of Missouri State University, has asked me to
respond to the above-referenced complaint received with the letter of Jeff S. Jordan,
Supervisory Attorney, Complaints Examination and Legal Administration, Federal
Election Commission, on September 4,2008. I will be representing Dr. Nietzel and the
University and have enclosed the Statement of Designation of Counsel signed by Dr.
Nietzel. Please direct all further correspondence in this matter to me.

Richard Monroe essentially claims in his complaint that, because the University is
a federal contractor, the Federal Election Campaign Act precluded the University from
naming the Jordan Valley Innovation Center (JVIC) alter Congressman Blunt because
that act was either (1) a contribution of money or anything of value or (2) federal election
activity. It is neither, which explains why Monroe cites no authority of any kind hi
support of his complaint.

The term "contribution11 as used in 2 U.S.C. § 441c, Contributions by Government
Contractors, is defined in 2 U.S.C. § 431(8) as follows:

(i) Any gift, subscription, loa:, advance, or depo?!t of money or anything
of value made by any person for the p.1:? -e of influencing any
election for Federal office; or

(ii) The payment by any person of compensation for the personal services
of another person which are render^ to a political committee without
charge for any purpose.

Under this definition, the naming of JVIC after Congressman ^lunt is not a contribution.
Under subsection (8)(ii), no p.-.vment. jr person Vi .: ic v •• ^ • made by the University.
Under subsection (8)(i), there was no tangible gilt of w.y i. .:ng and the naming was not
done to influence any election. (See affidavit of Dr. Nietzel, attached as Exhibit A.)
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Monroe also claims that the naming of JVIC was "federal election activity"
became that naming was publicized by the University. He is again incorrect That term
is defined in 2 U.S.C. § 431(20) as

(i) voter registration activity during Ac period that begins on the date that is
120 days before the date a regularly scheduled Federal election is held and
ends on the date of the election;

(ii) voter identification, get-out-the-vote activity, or generic campaign activity
^ conducted in connection with an election in which a candidate for Federal
m office appeara on the baUot(regardl^
CO local office also appears on the ballot);
Nl

^ (iii) a pnbUc communication that refers to a clearly identified candidate for
*i Federal office (regardless of whether a candidate for State or local office is
*r also mentioned or identified) and that promotes or supports a candidate for
O that office, or attacks or opposes a candidate for that office (regardless of
^ whether the communication expressly advocates a vote for or against a

candidate); or

fiv) services provide during any month by an employee of a State, district, or
local committee of apolitical party who spends more than 25 per cent of
that individual's compensated time during thai month on activities in
connection with a Federal election.

Monroe urges that 2 U.S.C. § 431(20Xiii) is broad enough to include building naming
activhybecaiiseitisaMpubu'c(xnnmuri
signage, press release, and website references. What Monroe ignores is the requirement
ftiat a public Mfntinigtciitifln either "promotes or suppoits a fffniflMfltff for *hyt office or
attacks or opposes a candidate for that office." Nehte the naming of tiiebuikUng nor tiie
University references to that name does either. They simply reference me man because
of his distinguished service to the University and the State of Missouri.

Other research universities have named buildmgs after cimcnt Senators or
Congressmen. For example, the University of Missouri has the Christopher S. Bond Life
Science Center hi Columbia (Exhibit B) and the Wffliam I* Clay Buildmg m St Unris
(Exhibit Q, and Missouri Western University recently defeated me OmstopherS. Bond
Science and Technology Incubator (Exhibit D). Missouri schools are not alone. In West
Virginia, West Virginia University has the Robert C. Byrd Health Science Center,
Marshall University has the Robert C. Byrd Center for Rural Health, and the Robert C.
Byrd Institute is supported by no less man ten pubUc universities (Exhibits E,F, and G).
Hundreds of other «i™i«f examples exist where university f̂ gF*11** or buildings have
V**m Mtnad far HiafingnUligd piHfe •etnanta ndiil* they are hi nfflc» Such 8CtS do DOt

amount to illegal campaign contributions. In short, they are not federal election activity
of any kind.
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Thank you for your consideration of the enclosed material. If you need additional
material or need to conduct interviews before closing mis matter, do not hesitate to
contact me.

Yours very truly,

Clifton M. Smart m
General Counsel
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«7 c: Michael T.Nietzel
O President, Missouri State University
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, NW
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w NAME OF COUNSEL: _ Clifton M. Smart III _
CO
w FIRM. _ Missouri State University Office of General Counsel

— --^— ———————————— ̂ — -——--—-—----—-_— ^_—
ADDRESS: _ 901 South Nation*! a

Springfield MO 65897

TELEPHJNE- OFFICE (417\_836-8507

FAXf417 \ B36-S777

Th« above-named Individual and/or :lrm \s hereby designated •• my
counsel and la authorized to receive any non•>-?»)one and othar oomtnunlcatlone
from the Commission and to pet on my b*?h il' before the Commlaalon.

9/15/2QOB Michael Nietzel , .P.resJlIenJL,
Date Respondent/Client St^.'ip^f- Title

RESPONDENT/CLIENT.
(Plaaae Print)

MAILING
ADDRESS: Missouri St^te University Office of

901 South National Avenue

Springfield MO 6^8 ̂ 7 '

( 417) 836-76*9
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The Christopher S. Bond Life Sciences Center

Vision

To become recognized world-wide as a center of scientific
excellence and leadership in life sciences research, innovation and
education.

Mission

• To become the intellectual focus for interdisciplinary
research in the life sciences on the MU campus by
integrating die strengths of multiple, often disparate,
disciplines to promote discovery that boosts the production
and quality of food, improves human and animal health and
enhances environmental quality.

• To enrich the State of Missouri and its people by generating
new businesses and jobs, fueling the economy through the
creation and dissemination of new knowledge, and training
young people to solve complex interdisciplinary problems.

The University of Missouri-Columbia had a vision and
commitment for interdisciplinary research long before it became a
priority hi the research funding agencies. In the 1980s, MU
established two major interdisciplinary programs, Food for the
21st Century and the Molecular Biology Program with assistance
from state and federal funding. In the mid-1990s, then dean of the
College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, Roger
Mitchell, began to champion the idea of a major interdisciplinary
life sci at MU.

Ground was broken in September 2001, construction began hi
December 2001 , and the topping off celebration was held hi
February 2003. The first occupants began to move in Jury 2004
and the building was dedicated the following September.

Six schools and colleges joined forces on the project: the College
of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, the College of Arts
ft Science, the College of Engineering, the College of Human
Enviroomental Sciences, the School of Medicine, and the College
of Veterinary Medicine. The Life Sciences Center reports to the
Provost through the Office of Research.

Leadership

Dr. JackSchiHx, Professor of Plant Sciences, joined me Bond

A/11MAAO
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Life Sciences Center as Director on January 2.2007.

The Bond LSC has two associate scientific directors, Bruce
McClure and David Pintel, whose roles are to act as the main
liaisons between faculty investigators and the director and to
develop and expand the scientific endeavor within the Bond LSC.
They also assist with the recruiting of new faculty appointees into
the Bond LSC; jointly with the director provide annual
assessments of academic performance, particularly as it relates to
the goals and philosophy of the LSC; work with investigators to
determine research needs for equipment and other resources;
organize the LSC seminar series to include regular presentations
from LSC faculty and talks from notable scientists to provide
broad campus interest.

Dr. Mark Hannhik is the associate director for education and
outreach. He has campus-wide responsibilities that include
leading the Missouri Life Sciences Week, an annual event that
celebrates lift sciences activities on the MU campus. Life
Sciences Week includes lectures by visiting scientists, workshops,
a vendor show, and an extensive poster session representing the
breadth of life sciences research at MU. Dr. Hannink also
oversees the Life Sciences Fellowships Program that currently
supports 12 postdoctoral and 42 graduate trainees across the
campus. Fellowships coordinator Isabel Rife manages the day-to-
day operations of the fellowships program. One of his main goals
is to improve the quality of research training on campus and
improve graduate student recruhment

QTOP
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About Us

The Center for Nanosdenca (CMS)atthe University of Mlssourl-St Louis was
astsbNshed to both ndltete coHaboration among university and Industry i
and englnears and provide Interdisciplinary opportunities for faculty and students. Us
mission to to enhance the research capacities of Ms facufcy members and students and
serve the region through research and technology transfer, cooperative and
educational outreach programs and workroice development
The CHS has approximately 16,000 square feet of assignable space, Including 11,300
square feet for research laboratories and 2,700 square feet for research support
space. In addition, there are 12 offices, two secretarial suites and a conference room.
The CMS also houses the Microscopy Image and Spectroscopy Technology (MIST) Lab
and the .X-ray Diffraction Facility.

Located In the William L Clay budding, the Center had Its begtontogiito s federal
grant proposal Initiated to 1988 by M. Thomas Jones, chemistry professor and deputy
chancaaor. The CMS facility took real shape with the help of Congressman Wlltam L
day and his support of a $10 mHHon funding proposal that was awarded In July 1991
- $7.5 mHtton was used for bufdtog construction and $2.5 mHaon was used for
research Instrumentation and buMIng furnishings. The building, named to honor of
Congressman Clay, was completed to early summer 1997.
Originally named the Center for Molecular Electronics, the fadNty was renamed as the
Canter for Nsnosdence to early 2007 to better encompass the research being
conducted by members. A new director, Dr. Jlngyue Uu, and associate director, Dr.
George Gokel, were hired In 2006 to help facilitate the goals of the Center.

• Ont UnhNrtty BM. • SL LouH, HO 63121 • 314-516-4626



To better reflect current end plenned research, the Center for Molecular Electronics (CME) on
the UM-SL Louis campus has been renamed the Center for NanoSdence (CMS). The Center Is
located In the William L day Building next to Bcnton Hall.

According to CMS Director, Dr. Jimmy Uu, and Associate Director, Dr. George Gokel, molecular
electronics Is a small subset of nano eletliunlcs* Center research Is more aptly described
within the broader category of nanoscsle sdence/nanotechnology.

Nanosdence, or science on e molecular and atomic scale that deals with dimensions and
tolerances of 0.1 to 100 nanometers, Is Interdisciplinary and encompasses all branches of

^ sciences. Uu end Gokel note that a successful nanosdence or nenotechnology research
,0 program will Include chemists, biologists, materials scientists, physicists as well as engineers.
us The change from "Center for Molecular Electronics" to "Center for NanoSdence" signifies the
w broader Intellectual base of nanosdence.

J*] The CNS will host en open house once renovations heve been completed. Watch for more
Jj Information.

O The William L day Center for Molecular Bectronlcs building was completed In early summer
& 1997. Congressman day had helped secure funding of $10 million In 1991, of which
™ approximately $7.5 mllton was used for construction with the balance used to furnish the

building end some research Instruments. The building has approximately 16,000 square feet
assignable space, (11,300 square fast for research laboratories; 2,700 square feet for
leieaidi support specs). In addition, there ere 12 offices, two secretarial suites, a conference
room, the Microscopy Image end Spectroscopy Technology (MIST) Lab and the X-ray
Diffraction Fadlfty. •
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CLAY, William Lacy, Sr., (1931 -)

CLAY, William Lacy, Sr., (fetter of
WlliamLacyCaay,Jr.),aRepieieiitative
fiom Missouri; bom in St Louis, St
Louis County, Mo., April 30,1931; B.S.,
St Louis University, 1953; ml estate
broker; manager, life ii
1959-1961; alderman, St Louis, Mo.,
1959-1964; business representative, city
employees union, 1961-1964; education
coordinator, Steamfitten Local No. 562,
1966-1967; elected as a Democrat to the
Ninety-first and to the fifteen succeeding
Congresses (January 3,1969-January 3,
2001); chairman, Committee on the Post
Office and Civil Service (One Hundred

Second and One Hundred Tliird Congresses); was not a candidate for
reelection to the One Hundred Seventh Congress.

Directory. HKtk

Bibliography

Clay, William L. Bffl Clay: A Political Voice at the Grass Roots. St
Louis: Missouri Historical Society Press: Distributed by University of
Missouri Press, 2004.
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WESTERN HOSTS LIFE SCIENCES LEADERS

CT St Joseph, Ho. —July 9,2008—Leaders from the life sciences Industry In the St. Joseph and Kansas
ZL Ctty area teamed about Missouri Western State University's ongoing sdence and mathematics
Q Initiatives during a luncheon at Western today.

5?J "The life sciences Industry, especially In the area of animal health, Is a major force In the region's
economy," said Dan Ntaoson, Western's vice president for university advancement. Kansas City area
companies, Indudlng many In St Joseph, account for about a third of total sales In the nearly $17
bllHon global animal health market, Ntaoson said. •Western's mission Is to provide quality higher
education while advandng the region's development, and a number of recent Initiatives help fulfill that
mission by better equipping us to prepare tomorrow's workforce for life sciences companies and
assisting the development of those companies."

Two construction projects were among the Initiatives described by Ntaoson. Western recently
dedicated the Christopher S. "Kit* Bond Sdence end Technology Incubator, the first building In a
planned research park on university-owned tend west of Interstate 29. The Incubator, funded In large
part by a $2.5 million grant from the U.S. Economic Development Administration, will provide
affordable fadllties and assistance to new businesses white gMng Western students and faculty the
opportunity for applied (earning and research. The Incubator's first tenant Is the Institute for Industrial
and AppHed Ufe Sciences, a collaboration between Western and several public and private entities to
enhance life sciences training In the region and foster the development of new companies end
products white attracting companies new to the region.

The other construction project that will help Western develop the life sdences workforce of the future
Is the expansion and renovation of sdence and mathematics Instruction and research fedllties,
Ntaoson said. Work will begin soon on a $37.5 million project to renovate the existing AgensteJn Hell
and build a new fedllty called Remington Hall, named for animal health Industry pioneer Wes
Remington and his wife, Patsy, who contributed a major gift toward the project. The renovation and
new construction will result In approximately 120,000 square feet of state-of-the-art dassrooms and
laboratories, nearly doubling the space devoted to sdence and math.

"Western already recruits and retains top-notch faculty and students In the sdence end math
dfsdpHnes," Ntaoson said. "These new fadllties will make Western even more attractive to these
outstanding scholars/

Other Initiatives described by Ntaoson Include cooperative efforts to Improve sdence end math
Instruction In public schools. Increased opportunities for faculty-student research and Internships In
life sdences companies, and the Master of Applied Sdence degree specifically designed to meet the
needs of Industry that Western began offering last fell.

About 40 people attended the luncheon, Indudlng Dr. Wlllam Duncan, president of the Kansas City
Area Ufe Sdences Institute; Benjamin Rlchey, executive cNrector of the United States Animal HeaRh
Association} and leaders from regional life sdences companies* Chris Felden, plant manager of Decker
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Underwood In St. Joseph, said his company appreciates Western's focus on sdence and math as he
an Internship program at his company.

•We have really enjoyed the quality of students and graduates coming out of Western,' Felden said.
"We have hired two mterobtologlsts In the last two years and plan on bringing on another one or two
In the next six months as part of an expansion project. The expansion Is only possible because of our
ability to get quality students from Western's microbiology program.'

Anot ee expres appreciation for the comprehensiveness of Western's strategic vWon. "I
cantthmkof one thing you missed, 'said Lowell Kruse, president and CEO of Heartland Health.
•Western Is doing exactly what a university ought to be doing for Its community and region.'

The Incubator and Agensteln/Remlngton project are part of a $53 million Investment In Western's
continued excellence In the future called the Beyond Excellence Initiative. Money from the state and
federal governments, a bond Issue and $15 million In private contributions will fund the Initiative.
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MWSU - 4525 Downs Drive - St Joseph. NO 64507 -
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The Robert C. Byrd Center for Rural Health

Welcome!
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